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PURPOSE OF THE WOMEN'S DIVISION

AMEND 911317 by DELETING the first sentence and ADDING the following two

sentences in its place:

“ Purpose -- The Women's Division shall be actively engaged in helping fulfill the mission of
Christ and the Church as stated in 1120-124. The Women’s Division shall equip United
Methodist Women by promoting the mission of Christ and the Church and the Purpose of

United Methodist Women (1255.4, Article 3).”

So that the entire paragraph would read:

Purpose — The
Women'’s Division shall be actively engaged in helping fulfill the mission of Christ and the

Church as stated in 1120-124. The Women'’s Division shall equip United Methodist

Women by promoting the mission of Christ and the Church and the Purpose of United

Methodist Women (1255.4, Article 3).  With continuing awareness of the concerns and
responsibilities of the Church in today's world, the Women's Division shall be an advocate for

the oppressed and dispossessed with special attention to the needs of women and children; shall
work to build a supportive community among women; and shall engage in activities that foster
growth in the Christian faith, mission education, and Christian social involvement throughout the

organization.
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RATIONALE:

The mission of The United Methodist Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ (1120-
124). The Women's Division has significant missional influence in the Church and bears
a positive role in helping the whole Church fulffill its mission. The Women's Division, in
succeeding its counterparts of the past, is fully integrated within the structure of the
Church (1191301-1311, 1317-25) and can work as a part of the whole Church in fuffiling
the Church’s mission. Local United Methodist Women'’s units are significant agents of
mission in carrying out the work of the Women's Division, while the district, conference,
and jurisdictional levels of United Methodist WWomen exist as connectional and
supportive links, as well as agents of mission, all in fulfiling the mission of The United
Methodist Church. It is important to clearly see the Women'’s Division and United
Methodist Women as partners within the whole Church in fulfiling the Church’ s mission
(although with their own special emphases), rather than as a separate organization

pursuing its own agenda.
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