NOTE: This report was originally published in 2006. Some of theope

mentioned may no longer betheir prospective positions with the Women's
Division. Controversy continues to follow the Church Center. Under the
leadership of Harriet Jane Olsen, the Tillman Chapel at the Church Center was
the site of a "dialogue” with Iranian president Mahmoudadinejad in 2007.

The seminar program continues to draw many groups from across the
denominationA picture of the chapel appears at the end of this report.

The Ties That Bind
The Womends Division and the Un

by Liza Kittle, RENEW Network

One of the most disturbing aspects of the work &f e Wo masiong s D
In addition to the lack of evangelistic focuastheir programs and policies, is the
or gani elesd asariatiorand advocacyith the United Nations. This
relationship wa established over 40 years ago with the purchase of a twelve
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story building directly acrss the street from the delegagrdrance to the U.N.
This building, called the Church Center for the United Nationsovwe solely
owned and operated by tiitdo me n 6 s .Di vi si on

Not only does the Centéouse the United Methodist Office for the United
Nations,ajoinof f i ce of the Womends Division
of Church and Society, but it also providested office and meeting space to
other religious andnon-governmentborganizations (NGOs) associated with
issues before the United Nationslany of thee groupst the Church Center
advocate a lefleaning, radical political and social agersilailar to that of the
Wo me n 6 s .Dhe@vispom also has a research facility at the Church Center
and provides hospitality services for satellite events related to large United
Nations conferences. Part of the United Methodist Seminar Program, an
educational program used to promote the socgltjiu ce agenda of t |
Division, is operated through the Church Center. Monemfunited Methodist
Women mission givings used to fundarious aspects of the work done at the
Center.

A few of the organizations renting space at the Church Cemtkrde the
Ameri can Humani st Association, the | nt
Unitarian Universalist UN Office, Church Women United, Religions for Peace,
the Maryknoll Office for Global @ncerns, the Global Policy Forumme Quaker
United NationgOffice, the World Federation at the UN, and the NGO Working
Group on Women, Peacand Secrity.

Whil e historically the Centero6s mai
i n the 199006s a maWlhen cthhaen gwo rtlodb&ks pd tate
series of international conferendeRio on the environment, Cairo on
population, Beijing on women, and oth&ranprecedented numbers of people
from nongovernmental organizations came to New York to follow the
preparatory committees and try to influencdartbaetcomes. These visitors found
a base of operations, support from each other, and practical assistance at the
Church Center. o

During the Cold War, much activism took place to build ties with Eastern
Europe and events sucMaraxsi sfta Hluanya na fs noi
held at the Center. Desk and office support were provided during the
controversial period of struggles in southern Africa to various advocacy groups.

'Articl eCdrCthairr cfhor the United Nations: celebrating 40
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Under the Reagan year s, religious gr ol
towards the radical liberation movements in Latin America, coordinated and

net worked at the Center. The Womenos
collaborative activism as an opportunity and assumed full ownership and
responsibility for the Church Center 1984.

Many of these groupsorking out of the Church Centeswould eventually
secure consultative status within the United Nations Economic and Social
Council, which enabled them to participatere activelyin the UN process
through consultation andbbying efforts. This statusasallowedorganizations
suchasta Womenos Di vmoseiinluencea and veibildywn thee
international stage.

Liberation theology, radical pacifism, socialist econonmacs] intense
antrAmericanism are the order of the day and hard earned funds raised by
dedicated United Methodist Women are footing much of the Btkff salaries,
the United MethodisBeminar program, research and consultant fees, and
hospitality at nmerous meetings are just a few of the expeseered by the
Mission Givingof UMW. Many UnitedMethodists would bsurprisedand
appalledat what goes on within the walls of the Church Center for the United
Nations.

A key player at the Church Centgasthe director of the United Methodist
Of fice and the Executive Secretary for
Division isMia Adjali. (Ms. Adjali retired in 2007.Born in Algeria to Methodist
missionaries from Norways. Adjaliserved in some capacity thife Church
Cent er s i ngdnel96B.tHargolitical proves and diplomatic expertise
made Ms. Adjali a powerfldomponent of th®o me n6s Di vi si onds
led a team of6ix executiveplussupport staftit the UN Officewhose salaries
and exgnses werall coveredoy monies from UMW Mission 8ing. These
executives also serve on the boards of
with the United NationsThe collaborative nature of tlagencies and groups
working at the Church Centerake tleir ollective voice bold and strong on a
global scale.The United Méhodist Office for the UN advocates their agenda in
the name of all Methodists even though many times these a@xntrary to
thetheological, political, and sociatorldview of mary within our denomination.

How are they allowed to endorse and promote controversial United
Nations treaties? Where do they receive their authority to speak in our name?
The same polital prowess used by the Women's Divisaithe United Nations
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Is also visible at the General Confererafehe United Methodist ChurchThe
Womends Division and the Board of Chut
controversial resolutions and petitions at every Ger@@vaference that give

credence andupportfor their workat the United NationsMany of these

resolutions areeeply flawed pieces of legislatievhich not only undermine the
sovereignty of the United States government but also overstep the boundaries of
doctrinal integrity to the United Methodist Church.

One may ask i f these resolutions re
opinion of one group that bears no weight on the polwiesir country or our
denomination. The answes an emphatic YES! They do matter!

Ms Pavrina Nadjibulla, a formexecutive otheWo men6s Di vi si o
representethe General Board of Global Ministries and the WD at the United
Nations, and who maintains working relatships with UN organizations,
ecumenical and interfaith groups, spokadidly in 2005 about this topidn an
interview in Octobe2005, Ms. Nadjibulla, referringp the passage of UN
Security Council Resolution 1325 on women and pdaglding,s ai d, A. . wh
the resolution does, it provides us with a tool that is part of internationahlaiv,
is part of all goernmentabbligations, because when the Security Council passes
the resolution most member states are required to actually implegentith e
resolution is a tool that we can use :

Likewise, when a resolution passes at &ahConference, it becomes a
part of the United Met hodi sttanlGdsues.c h o6 s
Resolutions submitteddyh e Wo me n 6 s &Board o§Chorcharind t h
Societypush a political andocial agenda that gartisan, leHleanng, and
extremely controversiaDnce passed, the resolutionsareused a fipower f
t o dolspeak in the name of all United Methodists. Delegates to General
Conference have a tremendous obligation to educate themselves concerning the
content and impliations of these resolutions. They are long, complicated pieces
of legislation® with a few scriptural references thrown in for validafioimat
are voted on in subcommittees by a handful of pedptaff persons from the
Womends Divi si oatthaeabews aflthese deeghtes and psovide
their biased interpretatns of resolutions they authored. Ongeoncurrent vote
for passagés given within the subcommittees, the resolution's adoption is all but
certain.

2 Interview in the World Chronicle, Dept of Public Information, United Nations, New York, N.Y., program No.
992, recorded October 28, 2005.
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Another disturbing aspect dite Womendés Di vision pre
Nations is the provision of eeting space anubspitalityfor major United
Natiorns conferences such as the anrdigited Nations Commssion on the
Status of WomenFunds from United Methodist Women help to powvi
resources and hospitality for these large conferefitese numerouparallel
eventsheld at the Church Center. The workshqgnels, and receptioase held
by many radical feminist and religious caucus groups. Some of these included:

Internationalslamic Committee for Woman and Child

Womendos Federation for World Peace
International Alliance of Women

Inter-religious and International Federation for World Peace

NGO Committee on the Status of Women

Asi a Pacific Womends Watch

Wo me n @matidnal League for Peace and Freedom

Bahaoi | nt ernati onal Communi ty
Womends Environment and Devel opment
The New Seminary

International Peace Bureau

Minaret of Freedom Institute

l nternati onal Womends Tribune Cent e
Madre

NGO Working Group oWomen, Peace, and Security

Mot her 6s Uni on

Temple of Understanding

Friends World Committee

African Women Empowerment Guild

Humanist Committee on Human Rights

Loretto Community

International Federation of University Women

Human Rights Defense Center

Internaional Judges Foundation

Social Ecology Foundation

National Alliance of Womends Organi
Feminist Press
Equality Now
Center for Womends G| obal Leader s hi

Amnesty International
Sister to Sister International



Endeavour Forum
Some of the workshop titldsaveincluded:

Womends Reproductive Heal th
Gender Crimes and the International Criminal Court
Women and Islamic Fundamentalism
Exclusion or Inclusion? New Feminization of Global Migration aatlor
The Sacred Womenoés Circle
Are Neighborhood ChemicaRlurring Gender in our Children?
Towards Transformative Leadership
What Difference Does It Make When Women Decide?
Return on Investment When Women Become Top Executives
Affirming Migrant Womenodés Rights
Gender Mainstreaming in Action
Mental Health Promotioa s t he Key t o Womeno6s Emj
Rur al Womends Platform for Action
Creating an Enabling Environment for the Empowerment of Women
In the Fields of Health, Education, and Work
Empowering Girls through Advocacy on Proper Use of Sanitary Towels
UNRefad m: What 6s i nd AiDebaté About tiécGereler ?
Relevance of the UN Reform Agenda
Decisionmaking and Sexuality: Challenging Patriarchal Constructions
Gender Perspective in the Peace Building Commission
ABound Toget herdEmaoweriig Womea and Do wn 0
Communities through Participatory Development
Balancing Gender Equitynd Equality: Lessons from MusliEaxperience
Gender Trade Policy and Export Promotion
The Gender and Legal Dimensions of HIV/AIDS
Womends Quota i n RodFutirdChalengedc hi even
Women, Development and the UN: Time to Rethink the Agenda?
Defending Women, Defending Rights
The Next United Nations Secreta@eneral: Time For a Woman
Communication Under the International Conventions Regarding Women
New Millennium,New Decision: Do Women Have the Edge?
Women in Politics: The Challenge of an Apparently Unyielding Inequality
New York Celebrates International W
Womends Health After Abortion



Many radical groups are also showcased at the United Methodist Seminar
Program on National and International Affairs, a cooperative program of the
Womends Division and the Gener al Boar c
program of educational seminars h&dgroups (all denominations, faiths, and
ages) at either the Church Center for the United Nations or at the United
Methodist Building in Washington, D. C. What happens at these seminars?

According to the Womends Di gmplexsocial we b ¢
l ssues in Iight of the Gospel of Chri :
government and the United Nati onseé. me:c¢
government officials, and religious | ¢
bible study, andworshp é . vi sit and volunteer with
working for social justiceéand ®l earn \

Most of these seminars present a-sitked political and social perspective
from some very radical speakers. A Christi@nspectivaloes not appear to be
even a minor component. For example, a seminar on global peace making
included a session entitiddeans & Ends: A Critical Perspective on the War in
Iraq by G.Simon Harak of the War Resisters League (WRL). With Martiershe
as its most famous member, the WRL believes that all war is a crime against
humani ty. Their philosophy is embodi e
eguates masculinity with domination and concentrates economic and political
power in the handsf men. The spirit and style of feminism offers a real
alternative to the military psychology of America with its stress on competition
and aggressive (éven violent) behavi ol

This same seminar held sessions led by David Wildman, executive
secretaryfor human rights and racial justice at the Generar@oé Global
Ministries and Parvinlla dj i bul | a, program speci al/i
on issues of peace and security. Both Mr. Wildman and Ms. Nadjibulla are
outspoken critics of the Bush adnstration and the war in IracAt the
Womends Division National Seminar i n
Nadjibulla were featured speakers where they continually lambasted President
Bush, the war in Irag, and the war on terror. Ms. Nadjibulla staxaghic
pictures of mai med women and chil dren
mentioned the brutality or deaths caused by the regime of Saddam Hussein. It
was difficult to hear this hateful vitriol from a woman who was herself freed from

5The Womeno6s Diwwigbgmumcomebsi t e.
* The War Resisters League websitevw.warresisters.org



http://www.gbgm-umc.org/
http://www.warresisters.org/

the oppressiveagime of the Taliban in Afghanistan and given the opportunity to
relocate and be educated in the United States.

Other speakers at the seminar included representativesidbtine Our
Nameorganization (a group that recruits young people to protest the war and
military recruiters on college campuses), Teenple of Understanding(an
interfaith organization that promotes all world religiorss)dtheWo me n 6 s
Internati onal League for Peace &reedomWILPF (a highly radical feminist
group which is vehemently ariiush and praises full access to abortion and the
spread of global feminism).

The WILPF development chair Robin Lloyd wrote a report after attending
the UN Conference on Beijing +1énd praised several workshops which uplifted
abortion rights, fsexual pl easure aut
of the | egali zat i on®(Thdse vorkshopsweeneki atr s 0 i |
the Church Centewhich hosts hundrexbf satellite eents during these United
Nations conferences.)

The panelist praised the fact that sex workers are in a union and that
customers are asked to tell police if they think a woman is being trafficked
I Il egally, characteri zinigt @shies dlaimptbiealt
imen should be invé8lved in womends ri

Ms. Lloyd also praised the words of an Indian feminist regarding the status
of global feminism who said, ASince 9/
masculinity. Discrimination against womenuniversal. We need to rebuild the
feminist movement. The UN used to be and international space, despite its
bureaucracy. Now it is being taunted and molested by you know which
government (implication is U.S.). It is losing its dignity; it is a domithajgace.
We should design a4 retaking of the UN:¢

The outl andish radicalism of groups
League and the War Resisters League are indicative of the organizations which
the Womenoés Division f dps.imiBisparscslasci at i or
seminar offered no alternative perspectweglobal peacether than the
worldviewof t he Womendés Division, showcasi
philosophies fall well outside the mainstreanpofitical and sociaideologies.

zThe Womenédés I nternati onalwwwlpfgrge f or Peace and Freed
Ibid.
" Ibid.


http://www.wilpf.org/

Not to menton the fact that Jesus Christ is rarely mentioriBiese seminars are
merely platforms of indoctriation hghlighting the political and social justice
worldviewof t he Womenés Division.

The uplifting of Christianity and the Gospel of Jesus Chrigirtsally
nonexi stent in the Seminar Progr am. F c
Social JusticeoO contained two panel di
of New York. The panelists included representatives from the Muslim, Y-oruba
Lokumi, Jewish, and Buddhist traditioflsNo member of the Christian faith was
included in this discussion at a seminar program run by dim&i@hristian
denomination! The justificationfor this approach comesfroé . wher e el se
in the Book of Resolutions dfie United Methodist Churah a resolution
entittedi Cal | ed t o Be Ne d @uiddlines for IntemetlgioV®i t ne s
Rel at i o rOaehof the provisions of the resolution states that the intent of
interfaithd i al ogue 1 s 0t owisl@meokother traglitiogshahdso i nt
overcome fears and misappr ethdiabgueisns al
importantin our calling to be Christian neighbosnphasis on religious
tolerance whout stressinghe unique redemptive nature of the Btan faith
bears little witness.

A link on the Seminar Program website under Educate Yourself refers the

reader to countless |l eftist groups f ol
Amnesty I nternational, the Gayg,thdends |
Bl ack Commentator, Womenod6s Environment

even Aljazeera television network (an extremist media outlet known for showing
the beheadings of kidnapped persons in vivid de(d@ibis link has been
removed.)

The Womeno6s Divi si oDy Janlokerncredsihgy | e a
promotesnterfaith community and pluralistic theology whereby all religions are
afforded equal validity as means of approaching God. One only has to look on
the United Methodist Woen website or the Reading Program book list to verify
this trend. A recent article on the website entiiecd New Wave of t h
Movement i s Aegploresrthis camcept Byaemndorsing a new film
produced by the Pluralism Projectalti-rel i gi ous womends net
which United Methodist Women participateBhis film explores the lives and

8 Bold Faith, the newsletter of the United Methodist Seminars on National and International Affairs at the Church
Center for the United Nations, fASeminar Explores Fait
Fall 2005
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work of three womed a Hindu, a Buddhist, and a Muslkimas pioneers of this
new religious activism. Again, we ask, wheréhis Christian representatib

Narrated by Dr. Diana L. Eck, director thie Pluralism Project,
Christianityis usually portrayeth a negative light. She quotes Elizabeth Cady

Stanton, one of the founders of the w
the Church have beenther eat est st umbl ing bl ocks i
emanci p@thenoearly | eaders, she writes

and saw secularism as a viable alternative. Merging religion and activism into a
new womends movemend gocals.eenMarse tdfe LDurl
controversial work with the Pluralism Project can be found on the UMW 2005
Reading Program | i sw HRenl iag ibooubBbkst Aermetriitcl a
references to Christianiip the book portray the religion as subversive and
exclusionary while uplifting other world religions as progressive and inclusive.
Interfaith community has also been the emphasis in recent mission studies, a

trend that has caused much concern among local United Methodist Women.

A few of the organizationsenting space at the Church Center include the
Ameri can Humani st Association, the | nt
Unitarian Uniwersalist UN OfficeReligions for Peace, the Maryknoll Office for
Global Concerns, the Global Policy Forum, the Quéakated Nations Office,
the World Federation at the UN, and the NGO Working Group on Women,

Peace, and Securiti3elow are brief descriptions of these organizations:

The American Humanist Associatio® an organization that embraces
Aan al t er & aprdgressivetpldlosdphyiotlifie that, without
supernaturalism, affirms our ability to lead ethical lives of personal fulfillment
for the great efHumendi sotfs hfufmeaenli taytd . h o me
worl dé. and ar e cont e nohthisvifetalone.fThersisiag t h ¢
point of view, philosophy, or religion without a god, a heaven, divine revelation,
sacred scriptures, or'"Fauoushomanidtiactudean s |
Margaret Sanger, Betty Friedan, Gloria Steinem, Carl SagahTed Turner.
This organization describes the Unitect
aggressive unilateralism that has br ol
Nations™® This organization, which espouses policies and philosophies so

Article AA New Wave of the Womendés Movement is Actin
website. www.gbgntumc.org Article id #3976)
ﬁ The American Humanist Association websiteyw.americanhumanist.org
Ibid.
2 |pid.
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juxtaposed to the Christian faith has
UN and 6the home of Many Humanist end:

The Quaker United Nations Office (QUNQO A movement begun in
1650, Quakerisnfor the Religious Society of Friends/Friends Clnjirs a faith
traditionrooted in Christianitghat embraces simplicity of living and non
violence. The founder George Fox expldims philosophy of their religion as
Aanswering that of God in every oneo
p e r s“Anthe United Nations, the Quakers speak out boldly on many issues
through three parent bod&g-riends World Committee for Consultation
(FWCC), AmericarFriends Service Committee (AFS@nd Quaker Peace and
Social Witness (QPSW). A Quaker lobby also exait of a Washington, D.C.
office called Friends Committee on National Legislation, an organization given
direct monetary contr i Duthroughrusdesigmaedn t h ¢
giving (see under Christian Social Responsibility secti®l@in areaof activism
of these Quaker groupge the preventioaf violent conflictand responses to
emerging conflictsOne of the Quaker lobbiesa$so involved in advocacy of
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgendered persons.

The Friends World Committee for Consultation (FWCC) was granted
consultative status through the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) at the
UN since 1948. The FWCC World Office in London serves as the hub of
worldwide activity and promotes the agenda of Quakerism through travel,
correspondnce, and publications.

The American Friends Service Committee (AFSC)vas founded in

1917, as fAda practical expression of Q1
justice, and equality, and to provide conscientious objectors in World War | with
anopportni ty to be of service to ©CTheil i an

AFSC is active in 35 U.S. states and 23 countries whose primary constituents
include migrating peoples, the economically disadvantaged, people suffering the
injustices of the U.S. crimal justice system, indigenous peoples, sexual
minorities, youth, and womefi. This organization is an ecumenical, infaith

one which is not afraid of taking on controversial issues. With an annual budget

2 Ibid.

4 The Quaker United Nations Office websiteyw.quno.org
15 The American Friends Service Committee websitew .afsc.org
16 f

Ibid.
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of 47 million dollars from bequests and condtibns, the AFSC is a fiscally
robustagencywith far-reaching influence.

One campaign was a Anonviolent dire
South Dakot a. Nati ve Amefracraitsment act i v i ¢
trainingo in response to fithe disprop:¢
enlisting ' Thetideaghatraindtive yoaith may just want to serve
their country seems incomprehensible to the Quaker philosophy. Their
prevailing atitude is exhibited by their belief in the need for training individuals
to Acounter the myths, |lies, and misi:H
discuss why the military may seem like a better deal than life on the
r e s er vV’ahe ARSE i against ®ience or war of any kind and calls
publicly for the immediate withdrawal of American forces in Iraq.

The Womeno6és Program of the AFSC ass
antiracist perspectives into all stages of program development. This is done
through Feminist Impact Statements and engagement with many parts of the
global feminist movement to form strong alliances that will address issues gender
oppr essi on'G@napmojestés the \Wameén and Global Corporations
Project, which helpsthe AFS€t o contri bute feminist p
buil ding alternatives to corporate/ mi/l
lesbian/gay/bisexudWo spirit/transgender issues (two spirit refers to the
classifications of American Indian sexuality)o men6s heal t h and
rights, and ongoing work on Feminists Against Militarisid

The I nternational Wo me nodths NGOwdsu ne C
established in 1976 and is committed t
communi ti es é. ranunigatiom mnforchationgeducation, and
organi zing support servid@€bet oWWOGmeas$ :
played a key role in providing timely, relevant information that enabled women
worl dwi de to participate i nébverehegl obal
last two decades These conferences have din t
movement capable of negotiat® ng chang:¢

" The American Friends Service Committee websitew.afsc.org

18 | bid.

9 bid.

20 |pid.

ZThe I nternational Wo me mosiwttarg)bune Centreds website.
2 bid.

2 bid.
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Recently at the 2006 UN Commission on the i&atf Women (UN CSW),
the IWTCorganizedapaneli scussion held at the Chu
Reformd What 6s in it for Women?0 where mu
present UN structure. An open letter to the Secretary General Kofi Annan
expressed outrage ovVerndsttemgthdniagcot t hat i
womenos machineries within the UN syst
In a time when reform of the United Nat®is a critical necessity, made evident
by the 64billions dollar catastrophe known #e Oil for Food Program arntle
UN peacekeepers rape and abuse scandalems incrediblénatthe only
concept of UN reform that warrants the atteotn of f emi ni st NGO
i ntegration of withiitheUNdystem.per specti veo

The IWTCis at the forefront of promotgnthe implementation of the
highly controversial CEDAW treaty and the Beijing Platform for Actibhe
CEDAW is a legally binding agreement and countries which ratify (the U.S. has
not) it must review their governmental legislation to match its provisidmes.
Beijing Platform is not a treaty but is a commitment to advance the status of
women worldwide)Faye, you may want to summarizy these two things are
harmfubd Wendy Wright has a concise piece on CWA website as well as Janice

The Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns(MOGC)d an office which
Afacilitates among Maryknoll ers, as C:¢
personal and corporate commitment to peace, social justice, and the integrity of
c r e a t*Mawyknoll.is the popular name of sevemilssion organizations
within the Catholic ChurchAs the other organizations residing at the Church
Center for the United Nations, they bring voice and presencépotwy
discussions at the UKhe U.S. and other governments, international financial
inst i tutions, and®the corporate worl do.

The framework for the MOGCO6s wor k w
CEDAW treaty and the Beijing Platform. The office publisheswasletter
News Notesadvocating its positions on global politics. In the March/April@00
issue, ararticleis extremely critical of United Statenotives and methods for
promoting democracy in the Middle East. The article characterizes the Western
concept of democracy as fAso narrowo al
sense of ownershipf d e mé&Amadyhe.r piece states,
must be basedn reciprocity rather than domination, mutual weing rather

2‘5‘ The Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns websitemfw.maryknollogc.org
Ibid.
®Article AEgypt: U.S. sends mixed signals on democrac
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than cutthroat competition, d&md cooper
article highlighting the World Social Fem 2006 held in Venezuela and Mali
show the organizationdés support of s
Chavez government, and anticipating
with the wave of left and centéft governments being elext by inceasingly

active civil societies %8

0 (
i\

The Global Policy Forum (GPF An or gani zation whos
monitor policy making at the United Nations, promote accountability of global
decisions, educate and mobilize for global citizen participationadudcate on
vital issues of i nt*Foundedini®93athe GPFrewrkse a1
to strengthen international law and promote global society through various
program arms. These include: 1) Peace and Segutiy GPFmonitors the UN
Security Caincil through an organization ¢adl the NGO Working Group on the
Security Councivhich meets frequently with Council ambassadors and top UN
officials.

The GPF also provides information and analysis on the Council to the
broader public and has recgnileen especially active on IrdtR) Social and
Economic Policy t he GPF promotes equitable di s
resources, corporate accountability, global taxes, financing for development, and
reform of the International Monetary Fund. 3) UN Fio@ GPF works to
overcome the financial crisis facing the United Nations. 4) N\&>GBF
advocates for a broader NGO role in policy making at the UN. Other areas of
programs include international justice and the changing role of states and
sovereignty. Th&PF also does media and public speaking, research and
publications, and an extensive webéite.

The NGO Working Group on the Security Council(NGOWGSC)d In
a relatively short time, the NGOWGSC has become an influential forum at the
United Nations. Foundad 1995, this is a group of about 30 NGO
representatives whose organizations have a special interest in Security Council
matters’**The group holds weekly briefings with ambassadors from the Council
and top UN officials. This increasing relational inflaerof NGOs and upper
levels UN leadership illustrates the importance of being aware of the issues

Article fAShifting to inclusive human securityo, News
BArticle fAiwWorld Social Forum 200606, NewsNotes, March/
2 Website of the Global Policy Forumy@w.globalpolicy.org)

30 |k

Ibid.

1 bid.

%2 The Global Policy Forum websitemiw.globalpolicy.org)
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involved in these groups. Mia Adijali, the director of the United Methodist Office

for the UN, is a member of this influential gro@pther members include
representatives from World Council of Churches, World Federalist Movement,
Quaker UN Office, Coalition for the International Criminal Court, Human Rights
Watch, Amnesty I nternational, and Wo me
Organization.

The NGO Working Group on Women, Peace, and Security
(NGOWGWPS)d This group was formed in 2000 in order to develop a United
Nations resolution on women, international peace. With the adoption of
Resolution 1325, the group shifted its focus to the support and monitoring of
implementation of this resolutiol Member organizations represent a
conglomerate of radical groups including Amnesty International, Gender and

Security International Net wor k, | nt er
Womends Action f or NemsionbDfithe &rotediMetimodist Wo i
Church, Womends International League |

Consortium on Gender, Security, and Human Rights. Their platform also calls

for promotion of the Beljing Platform for Action and CEDAW. Parvina

Nadjibulla €rves as the deputy representative for the United Methodist Office to

this working group. She issued a critical response to the Secretary General of the
UNGs report on i ntegr at-level griorjies fodtteer e g u ¢
Wor | d L e ad bkeidin&Gepembam006 describing it as lacking gender
analysis and perspective.

The World Federation of Methodist Women and Uniting Church
Women (UFMW) I n 1967, the WFMW in partners
Division UN Office, developed an internship pragr bringing women to the
United Nations to experience international fellowship and observe the UN. In
1983, the group was awarded consultative status with the Economic and Social
Council giving itgreater access and influence. The WFMW is currently wgrki
in areas of health, literacwo mend6s rights, the girl cft
racism, and discrimination among other areas. They have an active role at UN
World Conferences and several UN NGOs.

% The NGO Working Group on Women, Peace, and Security wehsitav.peacewomen.ory

34 Response to the SecretaBgneral Report, In Larger Freedom: Integrating Gender Equality into Natéoel
Priorities for September Summit, by Parvina Nadjibulla, Deputy Representative at the UN, United Methodist
Office for the United Nations.

% Website of the World Federation of Methodist Womemgv. methodistandunitingchurchwomen.grg
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Religions For Peace U.S.A.(RFB) This organization wh an office at
the Church Center is involved in promoting peace through interreligious
cooperation. Areas of focus of RFP are building interreligious communities to
participate in human progress and advocating responsibility of the U.S. as a
citizen of tie global community. Current issues being addressed include 1) a
national dialogue on matters relating to the role of religion in U.S. foreign policy
and international affairs, with particular attention to the role of the U.S. as a
global citizen, 2) theespectful return to the earth of the remains of culturally
unidentifiable human remains and sacred objects of Native Americans held in
museums, universities, and government repositories, 3) building interreligious
councils in communities, 4) the developmef a national interfaith directory,
and 5) the production of media to promote U.S. religious divefSiBFPis
especially concerned with defining the relationship between the United States and
the United Nations in the 2Tentury, a partnership deemed critical to building a
safer world. RFP is consistently critical of the Bush administration, the U.S.
government , and the war on terror. T h e
advances the role of religious women in internatioe&ketbpment, peaee
making, and postonflict reconstruction. They also have a Global Network of
Rel i gious Womenbés Organizations, wher ¢
learn, and build relationships with other grodps.

Religions For Peace has recendyncheda campaign called the Million
Voices for Darfur to raise awareness and promote action to the genocide taking
place in this country. The campaign is demanding a stronger more effective U.S.
response specifically nlfowetsproeptthe t a st
ci vi |l i an &Hawfirond that mastrofithese organizations so critical of
our efforts to free the people of Iraq from a vicious dictator through military
action are lambasting our government for not interfering the horitfiateon in
Darfur. It shows the hypocrisy of many Kdianing groups whereby the United
States government could never provide an adequate solution in any conflict.

Unitarian Universalist United Nations Office (UU-UNO)d The church
of MAanyt hiartogg pesercs a thehUnited Nations dating back to
19506s and the office was established
Ambassador to the U.N. Adlai Stevenson, himself a Unitarian. Through targeted
education, advocacy and outreach, the WNIO ergages Unitarians in support of

% The Religions for Peace websitaaw.rfpusa.org
¥ Ibid.
3 The Reigions for Peac&).S.A.Enewsletter, February 2006. (www.rfpusa.org/news/newsletter23.html.
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international cooperation and the work of the iN\Vlembers of the office attend
NGO conferences and weekly UN briefings. They hold seminars, produce a
newsletter and informational films, and have an extensive websiteUritagian
Church, which embraces all religions (even Wiccans), atheists, and agnostics is
the perfect fit for the interfaith, secular hoggadge of groups taking up

residence at the Church Center for the United Nations.

The Temple of Understanding (TOU® this organization does not have
its office in the Church Center but does hold many seminars and meetings at the
Center due to their NGO status at the United Nations. They also provide
speakers for the United Methodist Seminar Program. The mission oDidasT
to achieve peaceful coexistence among individuals, communities, and societies
through interfaith educatioff.Founded in 1960, TOU has a leagnding and
visible role at the UN promoting the inclusion of spirituality and interfaith
education as essigl components in creating a culture of peace, a vision referred
to by its founder Juliet Hollister as
was held at the Church Center as part of tfeG@mmission on the Status of
Women entitled Women in Leaddhip: Religion, Vocation, and Identity where
women from five faith traditions discussed their roles as global citizens and how
gender and faith influence their efforts for peace and social jdstice.

Ecumenical Women 2000+-T hi s gr oup idenomirmtionso al i t
and ecumenical organizations at the United Nations who focus on the global
intersection of religion and?Theuman ri (

United Methodist Office for the UN is an active part of this group. The coalition

calls forgovernments to: 1) fully and effectively implement the Beijing Platform

for Action, 2) ensure full participation of women at all levels of decismaking,

3) guarantee womeno6s health care, sex.!
dedicate sufficienresources to address poverty and unemployment, especially
among young people, and 5) reduce military expenditures, arms trade, investment
for arms production and acquisition and reallocate resources to social and

economic development, poverty eliminatiggmomotion of human security and

the advancement of woméh This group is critical of our churches, which
Astruggle with patriarchy and politic:

% The Unitarian Universalistnited Nations Office websitew{vw.uu-uno.org)

“°The Temple of Understanding websitew(w.templeofunderstanding.o)g

“L Flyer for the Temple of Understanding lecture series, Wed. March 1, 2006.

“2The Ecumenical Women 2000+ websitewiv.ecumenicalwomenuorg)

“3 perspectives, a seasonal publication of the United Methodist Office for the United Nations, Vol. 16, Spring
2005, Statement of the Ecumenical Women 2000 Coalition.
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slow to respond to urgent issues such as racism, HIV/AIDS pandemic,
e ronment al degradation, sexisméthe r

The appropriated budget for the wor
United Nations comes from various sources. Under the Section of Christian
Social Responsibility, money is atlated as follows:

$880® U.N. Advocacy Concerns (constituency education and action on
UN related concerns

$440® U.N. Community Program (Hospitalielationship with the UN,
the international community, diplomatic corp, NG&€anizations
and groups) (Hospitality Cent€CUN hospitality for NGOs
during UN meetings; meals, travel, and honoraria for persons
and volunteers in the Center and the Community Program i.e.
prepaatory committees and UN conferences.

$680B Research and Program Development (books, subscriptions,
and consultants.

These amounts surely represent only a miniscule amount of the total
monies spent at the Church Center with other sourcesaie being bequests,
joint allocations from the General Board of Global Ministries and the Board of
Church and Society as well as rent income from tenants.

The Wo me n o0movides help is praducing resources for
organizations that are not evenilgted with the United Methodist Church. One

example is the publication of a resoul
the United Nations World Conference Against Racisngiddiscrimination,
Xenophobiland Rel ated I ntol eranare Riog Atdsy@a.n

piece, published in March 2003, was U:
Coalition for Economic Justice to promote their agenda after a UN Conference
held in 2001 and they actaGenerakBbdagdeof t h e
Global Ministies, and the United Methodist Church in the production of this
publication.(Mia Adjali is particularly thanked by naméhis coalition claims

to fiutilize an integrated feminist an:
that oppresswomeéffd asyst em t hat definitely incl
* bid.

“>How Women Are Using the UN World Conference Against Racism, Racial Bisaiion, Xenophobia and

Rel ated I ntolerance to ddvReseuWoemebyst Hem@Wom&nagbethknt

for Economic Justice, March 2003.
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The financial disclosure also lists manykimd contributions to various
NGO groups and organizations holding events at the Church Center. The money
for the United Methodist Seminar Program may cémm another source and
expenses for the Church Center are probably shared with the General Board of
Church and Society and the General Board of Global Ministries.

The total budget for the operation of the Center itself is recorded at 1.7
milliondollarsper year . |l ncome is received t|
and secular advocacy groups and is reported to be 1.7 million, thus reflecting a
self-sustaining budget. An itemized list of Center expenses was requested from
the Womends Di vW Network butwas denied. OReEhbisEHo
wonder what the true nature financial picture of the Church Center truly reveals
due to the extensive use of the property for such a myriad of functions and
expenses. All salaries, expenses, travel, and benefitsef@r éxecutives with
support staff of the Womends Division
Methodist Women through undesignated pledge to mission.

This report only scratches the surf
Division through the United Ethodist Office at the United Nations. The
relationships formed and nurtured within the walls of the Church Center, the
public policy advocated daily in the name of United Methodism, and the
legislative action introduced ate@eral Conference promotinggladivism,
pose a tremendous threat to the social witness and doctrinal integrity of the
United Methodist Church. United Methodist Women, delegates to General
Conference, clergy, and laity need to be aware of what is takingail#oe
Church Centem the name of Jesus Christ and with funds earmarked for mission
outreach. Bearing witness to a lost and hurting world with the message of hope
and peace is empty without the proclamation of the Good News of salvation
through a relationship witGesus Chst. Where is Jesus in the ministry of the
Church Center at the United Nations?
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The View of theUnited Nations from the
Church Center offices

i
fluie

Inside the Tillman Chapel at the Church
Center for the United Nations
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The Church Center Directory

The Tillman Chapel at the Church Center
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