
 

1 

 

NOTE: This report was originally published in 2006. Some of the persons 

mentioned may no longer be in their prospective positions with the Women's 

Division. Controversy continues to follow the Church Center.  Under the 

leadership of Harriet Jane Olsen, the Tillman Chapel at the Church Center was 

the site of a "dialogue" with Iranian president Mahmoud Ahmadinejad in 2007.  

The seminar program continues to draw many groups from across the 

denomination. A picture of the chapel appears at the end of this report. 
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One of the most disturbing aspects of the work of the Womenôs Division, 

in addition to the lack of evangelistic focus in their programs and policies, is the 

organizationôs close association and advocacy with the United Nations.  This 

relationship was established over 40 years ago with the purchase of a twelve 
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story building directly across the street from the delegate's entrance to the U.N.  

This building, called the Church Center for the United Nations, is now solely 

owned and operated by the Womenôs Division.   

 

Not only does the Center house the United Methodist Office for the United 

Nations, a joint office of the Womenôs Division and the United Methodist Board 

of Church and Society, but it also provides rented office and meeting space to 

other religious and  non-governmental organizations (NGOs) associated with 

issues before the United Nations.  Many of these groups at the Church Center 

advocate a left-leaning, radical political and social agenda similar to that of the 

Womenôs Division. The Division also has a research facility at the Church Center 

and provides hospitality services for satellite events related to large United 

Nations conferences. Part of the United Methodist Seminar Program, an 

educational program used to promote the social justice agenda of the Womenôs 

Division, is operated through the Church Center.  Money from United Methodist 

Women mission giving is used to fund various aspects of the work done at the 

Center.  

 

A few of the organizations renting space at the Church Center include the 

American Humanist Association, the International Womenôs Tribune Center, the 

Unitarian Universalist UN Office, Church Women United, Religions for Peace, 

the Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns, the Global Policy Forum, the Quaker 

United Nations Office, the World Federation at the UN, and the NGO Working 

Group on Women, Peace, and Security.  

 

While historically the Centerôs main focus was on constituency education, 

in the 1990ôs a major change took place.  ñWhen the worldôs attention turned to a 

series of international conferencesðRio on the environment, Cairo on 

population, Beijing on women, and othersðunprecedented numbers of people 

from non-governmental organizations came to New York to follow the 

preparatory committees and try to influence their outcomes.  These visitors found 

a base of operations, support from each other, and practical assistance at the 

Church Center.ò 
1
  

 

During the Cold War, much activism took place to build ties with Eastern 

Europe and events such as ña day of dialogue with Marxist Humanismò were 

held at the Center.  Desk and office support were provided during the 

controversial period of struggles in southern Africa to various advocacy groups.  

                                                 
1
 Article ñChurch Center for the United Nations: celebrating 40 years of serviceò by Tracy Early  
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Under the Reagan years, religious groups opposed to the Presidentôs policies 

towards the radical liberation movements in Latin America, coordinated and 

networked at the Center.  The Womenôs Division saw this emergent trend of 

collaborative activism as an opportunity and assumed full ownership and 

responsibility for the Church Center in 1984.  

 

Many of these groups working out of the Church Center would eventually 

secure consultative status within the United Nations Economic and Social 

Council, which enabled them to participate more actively in the UN process 

through consultation and lobbying efforts.  This status has allowed organizations 

such as the Womenôs Division to acquire more influence and visibility on the 

international stage.  

 

Liberation theology, radical pacifism, socialist economics, and intense 

anti-Americanism are the order of the day and hard earned funds raised by 

dedicated United Methodist Women are footing much of the bill.  Staff salaries, 

the United Methodist Seminar program, research and consultant fees, and 

hospitality at numerous meetings are just a few of the expenses covered by the 

Mission Giving of UMW.  Many United Methodists would be surprised and 

appalled at what goes on within the walls of the Church Center for the United 

Nations. 

 

A key player at the Church Center was the director of the United Methodist 

Office and the Executive Secretary for Global Concerns of the Womenôs 

Division is Mia Adjali. (Ms. Adjali retired in 2007.) Born in Algeria to Methodist 

missionaries from Norway, Ms. Adjali served in some capacity of the Church 

Center since itôs opening in 1963.  Her political prowess and diplomatic expertise 

made Ms. Adjali a powerful component of the Womenôs Divisionôs team.  She 

led a team of six executives plus support staff at the UN Office, whose salaries 

and expenses were all covered by monies from UMW Mission Giving.  These 

executives also serve on the boards of many other groups and NGOôs associated 

with the United Nations. The collaborative nature of the agencies and groups 

working at the Church Center make their collective voice bold and strong on a 

global scale.  The United Methodist Office for the UN advocates their agenda in 

the name of all Methodists even though  many times these views are contrary to 

the theological, political, and social worldview of many within our denomination. 

 

How are they allowed to endorse and promote controversial United 

Nations treaties?  Where do they receive their authority to speak in our name?  

The same political prowess used by the Women's Division at the United Nations  
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is also visible at the General Conference of the United Methodist Church.  The 

Womenôs Division and the Board of Church and Society introduce many 

controversial resolutions and petitions at every General Conference that give 

credence and support for their work at the United Nations.  Many of these  

resolutions are deeply flawed pieces of legislation which not only undermine the 

sovereignty of the United States government but also overstep the boundaries of 

doctrinal integrity to the United Methodist Church.  

 

One may ask if these resolutions really matteré.arenôt they just the 

opinion of one group that bears no weight on the policies of our country or our 

denomination.  The answer is an emphatic YES! They do matter!  

 

Ms Pavrina Nadjibulla, a former executive of the Womenôs Division who 

represented the General Board of Global Ministries and the WD at the United 

Nations, and who maintains working relationships with UN organizations, 

ecumenical and interfaith groups, spoke candidly in 2005 about this topic.  In an 

interview in October 2005, Ms. Nadjibulla, referring to the passage of UN 

Security Council Resolution 1325 on women and peace-building, said, ñ..what 

the resolution does, it provides us with a tool that is part of international law, that 

is part of all governmental obligations, because when the Security Council passes 

the resolution most member states are required to actually implement ité.the 

resolution is a tool that we can use and it is a quite powerful tool..ò
2
 

 

Likewise, when a resolution passes at General Conference, it becomes a 

part of the United Methodist Churchôs official stance on many important issues.  

Resolutions submitted by the Womenôs Division and the Board of Church and 

Society push a political and social agenda that is partisan, left-leaning, and 

extremely controversial. Once passed, the resolutions are used as a ñpowerful 

toolò to speak in the name of all United Methodists.  Delegates to General 

Conference have a tremendous obligation to educate themselves concerning the 

content and implications of these resolutions.  They are long, complicated pieces 

of legislationsðwith a few scriptural references thrown in for validationðthat 

are voted on in subcommittees by a handful of people.  Staff persons from the 

Womenôs Division are allowed to sit at the elbows of these delegates and provide 

their biased interpretations of resolutions they authored.  Once  a concurrent vote 

for passage is given within the subcommittees, the resolution's adoption is all but 

certain.   

                                                 
2
 Interview in the World Chronicle, Dept of Public Information, United Nations, New York, N.Y., program No. 

992, recorded October 28, 2005. 
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Another disturbing aspect of the Womenôs Division presence at the United 

Nations is the provision of meeting space and hospitality for major United 

Nations conferences such as the annual United Nations  Commission on the 

Status of Women.  Funds from United Methodist Women help to provide 

resources and hospitality for these large conferences. There numerous parallel 

events held at the Church Center.  The workshops, panels, and receptions are held 

by many radical feminist and religious caucus groups. Some of these included: 

 

International Islamic Committee for Woman and Child 

Womenôs Federation for World Peace International 

International Alliance of Women 

Inter-religious and International Federation for World Peace 

NGO Committee on the Status of Women 

Asia Pacific Womenôs Watch 

Womenôs International League for Peace and Freedom 

Bahaôi International Community 

Womenôs Environment and Development Organization 

The New Seminary 

International Peace Bureau 

Minaret of Freedom Institute 

International Womenôs Tribune Center 

Madre 

NGO Working Group on Women, Peace, and Security 

Motherôs Union 

Temple of Understanding 

Friends World Committee 

African Women Empowerment Guild 

Humanist Committee on Human Rights 

Loretto Community 

International Federation of University Women 

Human Rights Defense Center 

International Judges Foundation 

Social Ecology Foundation 

National Alliance of Womenôs Organizations 

Feminist Press 

Equality Now 

Center for Womenôs Global Leadership 

Amnesty International 

Sister to Sister International 
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Endeavour Forum 

 

Some of the workshop titles have included: 

 

Womenôs Reproductive Health 

Gender Crimes and the International Criminal Court 

Women and Islamic Fundamentalism 

Exclusion or Inclusion? New Feminization of Global Migration and Labor 

The Sacred Womenôs Circle 

Are Neighborhood Chemicals Blurring Gender in our Children? 

Towards Transformative Leadership 

What Difference Does It Make When Women Decide? 

Return on Investment When Women Become Top Executives 

Affirming Migrant Womenôs Rights 

Gender Mainstreaming in Action 

Mental Health Promotion as the Key to Womenôs Empowerment 

Rural Womenôs Platform for Action 

Creating an Enabling Environment for the Empowerment of Women 

      In the Fields of Health, Education, and Work 

Empowering Girls through Advocacy on Proper Use of Sanitary Towels 

UN Reform:Whatôs in it for Women?ðA Debate About the Gender  

     Relevance of the UN Reform Agenda 

Decision-making and Sexuality: Challenging Patriarchal Constructions 

Gender Perspective in the Peace Building Commission 

ñBound Together, Knot Tied DownòðEmpowering Women and 

    Communities through Participatory Development 

Balancing Gender Equity and Equality: Lessons from Muslim Experience 

Gender Trade Policy and Export Promotion 

The Gender and Legal Dimensions of HIV/AIDS 

Womenôs Quota in Politics: Achievements and Future Challenges 

Women, Development and the UN: Time to Rethink the Agenda? 

Defending Women, Defending Rights 

The Next United Nations Secretary-General: Time For a Woman 

Communication Under the International Conventions Regarding Women 

New Millennium, New Decision: Do Women Have the Edge? 

Women in Politics: The Challenge of an Apparently Unyielding Inequality 

New York Celebrates International Womenôs Day with Leading Advocates 

   Womenôs Health After Abortion 

 



 

7 

 

Many radical groups are also showcased at the United Methodist Seminar 

Program on National and International Affairs, a cooperative program of the 

Womenôs Division and the General Board of Church and Society.  This is a 

program of educational seminars held for groups (all denominations, faiths, and 

ages) at either the Church Center for the United Nations or at the United 

Methodist Building in Washington, D. C.  What happens at these seminars?  

According to the Womenôs Division website, the groups ñexplore complex social 

issues in light of the Gospel of Christé.learn about the work of the U.S. 

government and the United Nationsé.meet with human rights activists, 

government officials, and religious leaderséengage in interactive exercises, 

bible study, and worshipé.visit and volunteer with community organizations 

working for social justiceéand learn ways to get involved and take action.ò
3
   

 

Most of these seminars present a one-sided political and social perspective 

from some very radical speakers.  A Christian perspective does not appear to be 

even a minor component.  For example, a seminar on global peace making 

included a session entitled Means & Ends: A Critical Perspective on the War in 

Iraq by G.Simon Harak of the War Resisters League (WRL).  With Martin Sheen 

as its most famous member, the WRL believes that all war is a crime against 

humanity.  Their philosophy is embodied in statements such as, ñOur culture still 

equates masculinity with domination and concentrates economic and political 

power in the hands of men.  The spirit and style of feminism offers a real 

alternative to the military psychology of America with its stress on competition 

and aggressive (even violent) behavior.ò
4
   

 

This same seminar held sessions led by David Wildman, executive 

secretary for human rights and racial justice at the General Board of Global 

Ministries and Parvina Nadjibulla, program specialist for the Womenôs Division 

on issues of peace and security.  Both Mr. Wildman and Ms. Nadjibulla are 

outspoken critics of the Bush administration and the war in Iraq.  At the 

Womenôs Division National Seminar in 2003, both Mr. Wildman and Ms. 

Nadjibulla were featured speakers where they continually lambasted President 

Bush, the war in Iraq, and the war on terror.  Ms. Nadjibulla showed graphic 

pictures of maimed women and children ñkilled by U.S. bombsò and never once 

mentioned the brutality or deaths caused by the regime of Saddam Hussein. It 

was difficult to hear this hateful vitriol from a woman who was herself freed from 

                                                 
3
 The Womenôs Division website. www.gbgm-umc.org.  

4
 The War Resisters League website. www.warresisters.org.  

http://www.gbgm-umc.org/
http://www.warresisters.org/
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the oppressive regime of the Taliban in Afghanistan and given the opportunity to 

relocate and be educated in the United States.  

 

 Other speakers at the seminar included representatives of the Not in Our  

Name organization (a group that recruits young people to protest the war and 

military recruiters on college campuses), the Temple of Understanding (an 

interfaith organization that promotes all world religions), and the Womenôs 

Internati onal League for Peace & Freedom-WILPF  (a highly radical feminist 

group which is vehemently anti-Bush and praises full access to abortion and the 

spread of global feminism).   

 

The WILPF development chair Robin Lloyd wrote a report after attending 

the UN Conference on Beijing +10 and praised several workshops which uplifted 

abortion rights, ñsexual pleasure autonomyò, and the ñprogressive achievement 

of the legalization of sex workersò in Holland.
5
 (These workshops were held at 

the Church Center which hosts hundreds of satellite events during these United 

Nations conferences.)  

 

The panelist praised the fact that sex workers are in a union and that 

customers are asked to tell police if they think a woman is being trafficked 

illegally, characterizing this ñupbeatò provision by saying itôs essential that 

ñmen should be involved in womenôs rightsò.
6
  

 

Ms. Lloyd also praised the words of an Indian feminist regarding the status 

of global feminism who said, ñSince 9/11, we have seen a resurgence of 

masculinity. Discrimination against women is universal. We need to rebuild the 

feminist movement. The UN used to be and international space, despite its 

bureaucracy. Now it is being taunted and molested by you know which 

government (implication is U.S.). It is losing its dignity; it is a dominated space. 

We should design a retaking of the UNéò
7
  

 

The outlandish radicalism of groups such as the Womenôs International 

League and the War Resisters League are indicative of the organizations which 

the Womenôs Division forms associations and partnerships.  This particular 

seminar offered no alternative perspective on global peace other than the 

worldview of the Womenôs Division, showcasing organizations whose 

philosophies fall well outside the mainstream of political and social ideologies. 

                                                 
5
 The Womenôs International League for Peace and Freedom. www.wilpf.org.  

6
 Ibid. 

7
 Ibid. 

http://www.wilpf.org/


 

9 

 

Not to mention the fact that Jesus Christ is rarely mentioned.  These seminars are 

merely platforms of indoctrination highlighting the political and social justice 

worldview of the Womenôs Division.  

 

The uplifting of Christianity and the Gospel of Jesus Christ is virtually 

non-existent in the Seminar Program.  For example, a seminar entitled ñFaith and 

Social Justiceò contained two panel discussions arranged by the Interfaith Center 

of New York.  The panelists included representatives from the Muslim, Yoruba-

Lokumi, Jewish, and Buddhist traditions.
8
  No member of the Christian faith was 

included in this discussion at a seminar program run by a mainline Christian 

denomination!  The justification for this approach comes fromé.where else but  

in the Book of Resolutions of the United Methodist Church in a resolution 

entitled ñCalled to Be Neighbors and WitnessesðGuidelines for Interreligious 

Relationshipsò.    One of the provisions of the resolution states that the intent of 

interfaith dialogue is ñto seek insights into the wisdom of other traditions and to 

overcome fears and misapprehensions about themò.  While interfaith dialogue is  

important in our calling to be Christian neighbors, emphasis on religious 

tolerance without stressing the unique redemptive nature of the Christian faith 

bears little witness. 

 

A link on the Seminar Program website under Educate Yourself refers the 

reader to countless leftist groups for ñeducationò.  These include the ACLU, 

Amnesty International, the Gay Menôs Health Crisis, the Pluralism Project, the 

Black Commentator, Womenôs Environmental Development Organization, and 

even Aljazeera television network (an extremist media outlet known for showing 

the beheadings of kidnapped persons in vivid detail). (This link has been 

removed.) 

 

The Womenôs Division, under the leadership of Dr. Jan Love, increasingly 

promotes interfaith community and pluralistic theology whereby all religions are 

afforded equal validity as means of approaching God.  One only has to look on 

the United Methodist Women website or the Reading Program book list to verify 

this trend.  A recent article on the website entitled ñA New Wave of the Womenôs 

Movement is Acting on Faithò explores this concept by endorsing a new film 

produced by  the Pluralism Project, a multi-religious womenôs networks, in 

which United Methodist Women participates.  This film explores the lives and 

                                                 
8
 Bold Faith, the newsletter of the United Methodist Seminars on National and International Affairs at the Church 

Center for the United Nations, ñSeminar Explores Faith and Social Justiceò by Jay Godfrey and Matthew Weiner, 

Fall 2005. 
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work of three womenða Hindu, a Buddhist, and a Muslimðas pioneers of this 

new religious activism.  Again, we ask, where is the Christian representation!   

 

Narrated by Dr. Diana L. Eck, director of the Pluralism Project, 

Christianity is usually portrayed in a negative light.  She quotes Elizabeth Cady 

Stanton, one of the founders of the womenôs movement as saying, ñthe Bible and 

the Church have been the greatest stumbling blocks in the way of womenôs 

emancipationò.
9
  Other early leaders, she writes, rejected ñpatriarchalò religion 

and saw secularism as a viable alternative.  Merging religion and activism into a 

new womenôs movement is seen as the ultimate goal.  More of Dr. Eckôs 

controversial work with the Pluralism Project can be found on the UMW 2005 

Reading Program list in a book entitled ñA New Religious Americaò. Most 

references to Christianity in the book portray the religion as subversive and 

exclusionary while uplifting other world religions as progressive and inclusive.    

Interfaith community has also been the emphasis in recent mission studies, a 

trend that has caused much concern among local United Methodist Women.  

 

A few of the organizations renting space at the Church Center include the 

American Humanist Association, the International Womenôs Tribune Center, the 

Unitarian Universalist UN Office, Religions for Peace, the Maryknoll Office for 

Global Concerns, the Global Policy Forum, the Quaker United Nations Office, 

the World Federation at the UN, and the NGO Working Group on Women, 

Peace, and Security. Below are brief descriptions of these organizations: 

 

The American Humanist Associationðan organization that embraces 

ñan alternative to faithða progressive philosophy of life that, without 

supernaturalism, affirms our ability to lead ethical lives of personal fulfillment 

for the greater good of humanityò.
10

 Humanists ñfeel at home in the natural 

worldé.and are content with fixing their attention on this life alone.  Theirs is a 

point of view, philosophy, or religion without a god, a heaven, divine revelation, 

sacred scriptures, or authoritarian spiritual leaders.ò
11

 Famous humanist include 

Margaret Sanger, Betty Friedan, Gloria Steinem, Carl Sagan, and Ted Turner.  

This organization describes the United States as pursuing a ñcurrent climate of 

aggressive unilateralism that has brought a cold chillò to the work of the United 

Nations.
12

  This organization, which espouses policies and philosophies so 

                                                 
9
 Article ñA New Wave of the Womenôs Movement is Acting on Faithò, by Kathyrn M. Lohre, Womenôs Division 

website. (www.gbgm-umc.org. Article id #3976) 
10

 The American Humanist Association website, www.americanhumanist.org.  
11

 Ibid. 
12

 Ibid. 

http://www.gbgm-umc.org/
http://www.americanhumanist.org/
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juxtaposed to the Christian faith has referred to the Church Center as a óshadowô 

UN and óthe home of many Humanist endeavorsô.
13

 

 

The Quaker United Nations Office (QUNO)ðA movement begun in 

1650, Quakerism (or the Religious Society of Friends/Friends Church) is a faith 

tradition rooted in Christianity that embraces simplicity of living and non-

violence.  The founder George Fox explains the philosophy of their religion as 

ñanswering that of God in every oneò or as ñseeking the inward light in each 

personò.
14

 At the United Nations, the Quakers speak out boldly on many issues 

through three parent bodiesðFriends World Committee for Consultation 

(FWCC), American Friends Service Committee (AFSC), and Quaker Peace and 

Social Witness (QPSW).  A Quaker lobby also exists out of a Washington, D.C. 

office called Friends Committee on National Legislation, an organization given 

direct monetary contributions from the Womenôs Division through undesignated 

giving (see under Christian Social Responsibility section)  Main areas of activism 

of these Quaker groups are the prevention of violent conflict and responses to 

emerging conflicts. One of the Quaker lobbies is also involved in advocacy of 

lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgendered persons. 

 

The Friends World Committee for Consultation (FWCC) was granted 

consultative status through the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) at the 

UN since 1948.  The FWCC World Office in London serves as the hub of 

worldwide activity and promotes the agenda of Quakerism through travel, 

correspondence, and publications.  

 

The American Friends Service Committee (AFSC) was founded in 

1917, as ña practical expression of Quaker principles of nonviolence, peace, 

justice, and equality, and to provide conscientious objectors in World War I with 

an opportunity to be of service to civilians caught in the ravages of war.ò
15

 The 

AFSC is active in 35 U.S. states and 23 countries whose primary constituents 

include migrating peoples, the economically disadvantaged, people suffering the 

injustices of the U.S. criminal justice system, indigenous peoples, sexual 

minorities, youth, and women.
16

  This organization is an ecumenical, inter-faith 

one which is not afraid of taking on controversial issues.  With an annual budget 

                                                 
13

 Ibid. 

 
14

 The Quaker United Nations Office website. www.quno.org  
15

 The American Friends Service Committee website, www.afsc.org  
16

 Ibid. 

http://www.quno.org/
http://www.afsc.org/
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of 47 million dollars from bequests and contributions, the AFSC is a fiscally 

robust agency with far-reaching influence.  

 

 One campaign was a ñnonviolent direct actionò training event held in 

South Dakota.  Native American activists were led in ñcounter-recruitment 

trainingò in response to ñthe disproportionate numbers of native youth who are 

enlisting in the militaryò.
17

  The idea that a native youth may just want to serve 

their country seems incomprehensible to the Quaker philosophy.  Their 

prevailing attitude is exhibited by their belief in the need for training individuals 

to ñcounter the myths, lies, and misinformation of military recruitersé.and 

discuss why the military may seem like a better deal than life on the 

reservationò.
18

 The AFSC is against violence or war of any kind and calls 

publicly for the immediate withdrawal of American forces in Iraq. 

 

The Womenôs Program of the AFSC assists in incorporating ñfeminist and 

anti-racist perspectives into all stages of program development.  This is done 

through Feminist Impact Statements and engagement with many parts of the 

global feminist movement to form strong alliances that will address issues gender 

oppression and sexismò.
19

 One project is the Women and Global Corporations 

Project, which helps the AFSC ñto contribute feminist perspectives to efforts to 

building alternatives to corporate/military state powerò.  Other initiatives are 

lesbian/gay/bisexual/two spirit/transgender issues (two spirit refers to the 

classifications of American Indian sexuality), womenôs health and reproductive 

rights, and ongoing work on Feminists Against Militarism.ò
20

  

 

 The International Womenôs Tribune Centre (IWTC)ðthis NGO was 

established in 1976 and is committed to ñempowering people and building 

communitiesé.by providing communication, information, education, and 

organizing support services to womenôs organizationséò
21

 ñThe IWTC has 

played a key role in providing timely, relevant information that enabled women 

worldwide to participate in the global United Nationôs conferencesò
22

 over the 

last two decades.  These conferences have ñin turn created a worldwide womenôs 

movement capable of negotiating change at global and local levelsò.
23

  

 

                                                 
17

 The American Friends Service Committee website, www.afsc.org  
18

 Ibid.  
19

 Ibid. 
20

 Ibid. 
21

 The International Womenôs Tribune Centreôs website. (www.iwtc.org ) 
22

 Ibid. 
23

 Ibid. 

http://www.afsc.org/
http://www.iwtc.org/
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Recently at the 2006 UN Commission on the Status of Women (UN CSW), 

the IWTC organized a panel discussion held at the Church Center entitled ñUN 

ReformðWhatôs in it for Women?ò where much frustration was leveled with the 

present UN structure.  An open letter to the Secretary General Kofi Annan 

expressed outrage over the fact that ñgender equality and strengthening of 

womenôs machineries within the UN systemò are not being adequately addressed. 

In a time when reform of the United Nations is a critical necessity, made evident 

by the 64 billions dollar catastrophe known as the Oil for Food Program and the 

UN peacekeepers rape and abuse scandal, it seems incredible that the only 

concept of UN reform that warrants the attention of feminist NGOôs is the 

integration of a ñgender perspectiveò within the UN system.   

 

The IWTC is at the forefront of promoting the implementation of the 

highly controversial CEDAW treaty and the Beijing Platform for Action. The 

CEDAW is a legally binding agreement and countries which ratify (the U.S. has 

not) it must review their governmental legislation to match its provisions. The 

Beijing Platform is not a treaty but is a commitment to advance the status of 

women worldwide) (Faye, you may want to summarize why these two things are 

harmfulðWendy Wright has a concise piece on CWA website as well as Janice) 

 

 The Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns (MOGC)ðan office which 

ñfacilitates among Maryknollers, as Catholics and agents of Christôs Gospel, a 

personal and corporate commitment to peace, social justice, and the integrity of 

creationò.
24

 Maryknoll is the popular name of several mission organizations 

within the Catholic Church. As the other organizations residing at the Church 

Center for the United Nations, they bring voice and presence into ñpolicy 

discussions at the UN, the U.S. and other governments, international financial 

institutions, and the corporate worldò.
25

   

 

 The framework for the MOGCôs work with womenôs issues is the 

CEDAW treaty and the Beijing Platform.  The office publishes a newsletter 

News Notes advocating its positions on global politics.  In the March/April 2006 

issue, an article is extremely critical of United States' motives and methods for 

promoting democracy in the Middle East.  The article characterizes the Western 

concept of democracy as ñso narrowò and our policymakers have ña misguided 

sense of ownership of democracyò.
26

  Another piece states, ñU.S. foreign policy 

must be based on reciprocity rather than domination, mutual well-being rather 

                                                 
24

 The Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns website. (www.maryknollogc.org ) 
25

 Ibid. 
26

 Article ñEgypt: U.S. sends mixed signals on democracyò, NewsNotes, March/April 2006, pg. 8. 

http://www.maryknollogc.org/
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than cutthroat competition, and cooperation rather than confrontationò.
27

 An 

article highlighting the World Social Forum 2006 held in Venezuela and Mali 

show the organizationôs support of socialist economic systems, praising the 

Chavez government, and anticipating ñwhat is now possible in Latin America 

with the wave of left and center-left governments being elected by increasingly 

active civil societies.ò
28

 

 

 The Global Policy Forum (GPF)ðAn organization whose mission is ñto 

monitor policy making at the United Nations, promote accountability of global 

decisions, educate and mobilize for global citizen participation, and advocate on 

vital issues of international peace and justiceò.
29

 Founded in 1993, the GPF works 

to strengthen international law and promote global society through various 

program arms.  These include: 1) Peace and Securityðthe GPF monitors the UN 

Security Council through an organization called the NGO Working Group on the 

Security Council which meets frequently with Council ambassadors and top UN 

officials.   

 

 The GPF also provides information and analysis on the Council to the 

broader public and has recently been especially active on Iraq.
30

 2) Social and 

Economic Policyðthe GPF promotes equitable distribution of the worldôs 

resources, corporate accountability, global taxes, financing for development, and 

reform of the International Monetary Fund.  3) UN FinanceðGPF works to 

overcome the financial crisis facing the United Nations. 4) NGOsðGPF 

advocates for a broader NGO role in policy making at the UN.  Other areas of 

programs include international justice and the changing role of states and 

sovereignty.  The GPF also does media and public speaking, research and 

publications, and an extensive website.
31

 

 

 The NGO Working Group on the Security Council (NGOWGSC)ðIn 

a relatively short time, the NGOWGSC has become an influential forum at the 

United Nations.  Founded in  1995, this is a group of about 30 NGO 

representatives whose organizations have a special interest in Security Council 

matters.
32

The group holds weekly briefings with ambassadors from the Council 

and top UN officials.  This increasing relational influence of NGOs and upper 

levels UN leadership illustrates the importance of being aware of the issues 
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involved in these groups.  Mia Adjali, the director of the United Methodist Office 

for the UN, is a member of this influential group. Other members include 

representatives from World Council of Churches, World Federalist Movement, 

Quaker UN Office, Coalition for the International Criminal Court, Human Rights 

Watch, Amnesty International, and Womenôs Environment and Development 

Organization. 

 

 The NGO Working Gr oup on Women, Peace, and Security 

(NGOWGWPS)ðThis group was formed in 2000 in order to develop a United 

Nations resolution on women, international peace.  With the adoption of 

Resolution 1325, the group shifted its focus to the support and monitoring of 

implementation of this resolution.
33

 Member organizations represent a 

conglomerate of radical groups including Amnesty International, Gender and 

Security International Network, International Womenôs Tribune Centre, 

Womenôs Action for New Directions, Womenôs Division of the United Methodist 

Church, Womenôs International League for Peace and Freedom, Boston 

Consortium on Gender, Security, and Human Rights.  Their platform also calls 

for promotion of the Beijing Platform for Action and CEDAW. Parvina 

Nadjibulla serves as the deputy representative for the United Methodist Office to 

this working group. She issued a critical response to the Secretary General of the 

UNôs report on integrating gender equality into national-level priorities for the 

World Leadersô Summit held in September 2005 describing it as lacking gender 

analysis and perspective.
34

 

 

 The World Federation of Methodist Women and Uniting Church 

Women (UFMW)ðIn 1967, the WFMW in partnership with the Womenôs 

Division UN Office, developed an internship program bringing women to the 

United Nations to experience international fellowship and observe the UN.  In 

1983, the group was awarded consultative status with the Economic and Social 

Council giving it greater access and influence.  The WFMW is currently working 

in areas of health, literacy, womenôs rights, the girl child, gender and health, 

racism, and discrimination among other areas.  They have an active role at UN 

World Conferences and several UN NGOs.
35

 

 

                                                 
33
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 Religions For Peace U.S.A.(RFP)ðThis organization with an office at 

the Church Center is involved in promoting peace through interreligious 

cooperation.  Areas of focus of RFP are building interreligious communities to 

participate in human progress and advocating responsibility of the U.S. as a 

citizen of the global community.  Current issues being addressed include 1) a 

national dialogue on matters relating to the role of religion in U.S. foreign policy 

and international affairs, with particular attention to the role of the U.S. as a 

global citizen, 2) the respectful return to the earth of the remains of culturally 

unidentifiable human remains and sacred objects of Native Americans held in 

museums, universities, and government repositories, 3) building interreligious 

councils in communities, 4) the development of a national interfaith directory, 

and 5) the production of media to promote U.S. religious diversity.
36

  RFP is 

especially concerned with defining the relationship between the United States and  

the United Nations in the 21
st
 century, a partnership deemed critical to building a 

safer world. RFP is consistently critical of the Bush administration, the U.S. 

government, and the war on terror. The Womenôs Mobilization Program 

advances the role of religious women in international development, peace-

making, and post-conflict reconstruction. They also have a Global Network of 

Religious Womenôs Organizations, whereby women of all faiths communicate, 

learn, and build relationships with other groups.
37

  

 

 Religions For Peace has recently launched a campaign called the Million 

Voices for Darfur to raise awareness and promote action to the genocide taking 

place in this country.  The campaign is demanding a stronger more effective U.S. 

response specifically ñto support a stronger multinational force to protect the 

civilians of Darfurò.
38

 How ironic that most of these organizations so critical of 

our efforts to free the people of Iraq from a vicious dictator through military 

action are lambasting our government for not interfering the horrific situation in 

Darfur.  It shows the hypocrisy of many left-leaning groups whereby the United 

States government could never provide an adequate solution in any conflict. 

 

Unitarian Universalist United Nations Office (UU-UNO)ðThe church 

of ñanything goesò has a long presence at the United Nations dating back to 

1950ôs and the office was established in 1962 with the encouragement of then 

Ambassador to the U.N. Adlai Stevenson, himself a Unitarian.  Through targeted 

education, advocacy and outreach, the UU-UNO engages Unitarians in support of 

                                                 
36
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international cooperation and the work of the UN.
39

  Members of the office attend 

NGO conferences and weekly UN briefings.  They hold seminars, produce a 

newsletter and informational films, and have an extensive website.  The Unitarian 

Church, which embraces all religions (even Wiccans), atheists, and agnostics is 

the perfect fit for the interfaith, secular hodge-podge of groups taking up 

residence at the Church Center for the United Nations. 

 

The Temple of Understanding (TOU)ðthis organization does not have 

its office in the Church Center but does hold many seminars and meetings at the 

Center due to their NGO status at the United Nations.  They also provide 

speakers for the United Methodist Seminar Program. The mission of the TOU is 

to achieve peaceful coexistence among individuals, communities, and societies 

through interfaith education.
40

 Founded in 1960, TOU has a long-standing and 

visible role at the UN promoting the inclusion of spirituality and interfaith 

education as essential components in creating a culture of peace, a vision referred 

to by its founder Juliet Hollister as a ñSpiritual United Nationsò. A recent forum 

was held at the Church Center as part of the 50
th
 Commission on the Status of 

Women entitled Women in Leadership: Religion, Vocation, and Identity where 

women from five faith traditions discussed their roles as global citizens and how 

gender and faith influence their efforts for peace and social justice.
41

 

 

Ecumenical Women 2000+---This group is ña coalition of denominations 

and ecumenical organizations at the United Nations who focus on the global 

intersection of religion and human rights with a gender perspectiveò.
42

 The 

United Methodist Office for the UN is an active part of this group. The coalition 

calls for governments to: 1) fully and effectively implement the Beijing Platform 

for Action, 2) ensure full participation of women at all levels of decision-making, 

3) guarantee womenôs health care, sexual and reproductive rights and services, 4) 

dedicate sufficient resources to address poverty and unemployment, especially 

among young people, and 5) reduce military expenditures, arms trade, investment 

for arms production and acquisition and reallocate resources to social and 

economic development, poverty elimination, promotion of human security and 

the advancement of women.
43

  This group is critical of our churches, which 

ñstruggle with patriarchy and political processes that exclude women and are 
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slow to respond to urgent issues such as racism, HIV/AIDS pandemic, 

environmental degradation, sexisméthe rise of all forms of fundamentalisms.ò
44

  

  

The appropriated budget for the work of the Womenôs Division at the 

United Nations comes from various sources.  Under the Section of Christian 

Social Responsibility, money is allocated as follows: 

 

$8800ðU.N. Advocacy Concerns (constituency education and action on  

              UN related concerns 

$4400ðU.N. Community Program (Hospitality-relationship with the UN,  

              the international community, diplomatic corp, NGO organizations 

              and groups) (Hospitality Center-CCUN hospitality for NGOs  

              during UN meetings; meals, travel, and honoraria for persons 

              and volunteers in the Center and the Community Program i.e.  

              preparatory committees and UN conferences. 

$6800ðResearch and Program Development (books, subscriptions, 

              and consultants. 

 

These amounts surely represent only a miniscule amount of the total 

monies spent at the Church Center with other sources of income being bequests, 

joint allocations from the General Board of Global Ministries and the Board of 

Church and Society as well as rent income from tenants. 

 

The Womenôs Division provides help in producing resources for 

organizations that are not even affiliated with the United Methodist Church.  One 

example is the publication of a resource piece entitled ñHow Women Are Using 

the United Nations World Conference Against Racism, Racial Discrimination, 

Xenophobia and Related Intolerance to Advance Womenôs Human Rightsò.  This 

piece, published in March 2003, was used by the Womenôs International 

Coalition for Economic Justice to promote their agenda after a UN Conference 

held in 2001 and they acknowledge the Womenôs Division, the General Board of 

Global Ministries, and the United Methodist Church in the production of this 

publication. (Mia Adjali is particularly thanked by name.) This coalition claims 

to ñutilize an integrated feminist analysis which links the multiplicity of systems 

that oppress womenò
45
ða system that definitely includes the Womenôs Division. 
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The financial disclosure also lists many in-kind contributions to various 

NGO groups and organizations holding events at the Church Center.  The money 

for the United Methodist Seminar Program may come from another source and 

expenses for the Church Center are probably shared with the General Board of 

Church and Society and the General Board of Global Ministries. 

 

The total budget for the operation of the Center itself is recorded at 1.7 

million dollars per year.  Income is received through rental of space to NGOôs 

and secular advocacy groups and is reported to be 1.7 million, thus reflecting a 

self-sustaining budget.  An itemized list of Center expenses was requested from 

the Womenôs Division by the RENEW Network but was denied.  One has to 

wonder what the true nature financial picture of the Church Center truly reveals 

due to the extensive use of the property for such a myriad of functions and 

expenses.  All salaries, expenses, travel, and benefits for the 6 executives with 

support staff of the Womenôs Division are paid through monies given by United 

Methodist Women through undesignated pledge to mission. 

 

This report only scratches the surface of the work done by the Womenôs 

Division through the United Methodist Office at the United Nations.  The 

relationships formed and nurtured within the walls of the Church Center, the 

public policy advocated daily in the name of United Methodism, and the 

legislative action introduced at General Conference promoting this activism,  

pose a tremendous threat to the social witness and doctrinal integrity of the 

United Methodist Church.  United Methodist Women, delegates to General 

Conference, clergy, and laity need to be aware of what is taking place at the 

Church Center in the name of Jesus Christ and with funds earmarked for mission 

outreach.  Bearing witness to a lost and hurting world with the message of hope 

and peace is empty without the proclamation of the Good News of salvation 

through a relationship with Jesus Christ.  Where is Jesus in the ministry of the 

Church Center at the United Nations? 
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          The View of the United Nations from the   
                       Church Center offices 

           

 

 
         Inside the Tillman Chapel at the Church 

                Center for the United Nations 
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