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Women in The United Methodist 
Church

(Statistics from the General Council on Finance & Administration)
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UMC Membership Statistics 
2008
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Comparison Between UMC and UMW Decline
1974-2008

Total % Membership Decline
(UMC versus UMW)

UMC

•1974---9.91 Million

•2008---7.77 Million

UMW

•1974---1.36 Million

•2008---639,956

%
•UMC----22% Decline 

•UMW---53% Decline

Total % Decline
(UM Churches versus UMW Units)

UMC

•1974---38,942 Churches

•2008---33,855 Churches

UMW

•1974---28,760 Units

•2008---19,451 Units

%

•UMC---13% Decline

•UMW--32% Decline
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What Does This Tell Us?

ÅCurrently, 58% of the total membership in the United Methodist 
Church are women.

ÅOnly 15% of these women participate in United Methodist 
Women.  85% do not!

ÅFrom 1974-2007, decline in the membership and number of 
local units of UMW has been 2.5 Times Greater than the 
decline in the membership and number of local churches of the 
UMC.
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What About the Women Who Make Up the  
85%? 

What Do They Yearn For?

They yearn to know Jesus Christ intimately.
They yearn to be Godly women of influence in 

their homes and in the world.
¢ƘŜȅ ȅŜŀǊƴ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊǳǘƘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘΦ
They yearn to have Christ-centered friendships.
¢ƘŜȅ ȅŜŀǊƴ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ
!ƴŘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ȅŜŀǊƴ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƛƴ {ǇƛǊƛǘ 

and in TruthτǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
ministries.
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Church, Listen To Your Women!
{ǳǇǇƻǊǘ /ƘƻƛŎŜ ƛƴ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΗ


